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An Extract of a Letter 

Written to the Puhlifher from Plymouth Novem. 2. 1669, by 
William Durfton Dr. of Phjficki concerning the Death of the 
Big%-hrea(led Woman (difcourfedof in Numb. 52 J together 
with what was thereupon oh ft-rved in her Body. 

Sir* 

I Thank you for yours, which by reafon of my abfence came 
not to my hands till this day. Elizabeth Travers dyed on 
Thurfday night, oftober 21. The next morning I fenc fora 
Chirurgion , and fome others to be prefent at the opening, and 
taking off of her Breafts-, though we only took off one, viz, . the 
biggeft,' which was the left, and having weighed it, we found 
it of Sixty four pounds weight. Upon the opening of it, (which 
we made in feveral places) wecould find neither Water, nor 
Cancerous humors, nor any thing vicious, more than the prodi¬ 
gious bignefs?and the Tubult and Parenchymous flefli were pure¬ 
ly white and folid, and no other than what we fee in the foundeft 
Breads of Women, or the beft Udders of other Animals. She 
had loft her ftomach and reft feverall weeks before, and made 
great complaints of her Breafts from their great diftenfion > and 
her whole Body was exceedingly emaciated. . I have fent you 
inclofed one meafure, which was the Breadth of her two Breafts 
(as flic waslayd out on a Table being dead ?) I mean, from the 
further end of the one to the other ? which you’l find three foot 
two Inches and an halfe ; and another meafuie,(hewing the Cir¬ 
cumference of the Breafts long • wife, viz. four foot , and near four 
inches > and a third, giving the Circumference of the Breadth , 
viz. three foot four inches and an halfe. 

The right Breaft we took notoff, butweguefs, it weighed 
fourty pounds. I did fome weeks fince begin a Salivation with 
her, which leffen’d her Breafts in circumference fome inches? 
but (lie proving not conformable, I durft not proceed to 
keep up the flux, but was forc’d to defift. But flic was won- 
aei fully revived afterwards for fome time. She being weary of 
that courfe, I then caufed a Canjlic to beapplyed? upon which 
the Ffch.tr filling- off, yet nothing ilfoed out of the Breaft. 
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Then Icaufed an Tncifion-knife to be ufed, and made an Inci- 
fion two inches and an halfe deep (fuppofingthe Cauftick had 
not wrought deep enough ) but ’twas to no more purpofe , 
than the former. 


An Jccomft of fonts Hod’s, 

I. CERTAIN PHILOSOPHICAL ESS AXES, 
and other TRACTS , by the Honorable ROBERT 

BO T LE , Fellow of the R. Society. The Second Editi¬ 
on , enlarged. London > printed for Henry Herringman 
in the Nov Exchange. A. 1 669 , 

W E could not but give the Curious Reader notice of this 
reprinted and in divers places confi^erably enriched 
Book •, but chiefly increafed by the Addition of a very Philofo- 
phical Difcourfe about the Abfolute Re(l in Bodies , wherein the 
Noble Author, with his ufual modefty as well as acutenefs, de¬ 
livers his Thoughts concerning the Inteftin Motions of the Par¬ 
ticles of guiefeent Solids , and in doing fo calls the Abfohte Reft 
of Bodies in Queftion, by undertaking toprove, Thatfomeof 
thofe Bodies,which we think have their parts moft at Reft, are 
not exempted from having internal Motions in them 5 to which 
proof he Judgeth’twill be confequent, that it muft be proba¬ 
ble, that in other Bodies, whofe Solidity is confefted infe- 
riour, tiie component Particles are not in a State of Per felt 
Reft. 

II. DEL M 0 VI ME NT O VELLA CO MET A, 
appatfa ilmefe di Vicembre 1664 . da PIET RO M A* 
RIA MU TO LI, in Pifa, in if. 


T His, and the next following Trail, ( confifting each of 
a few fheets only) fliould fooner have been taken notice 
of in tkefc Tranfactms , if they had fooner come to our 
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